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REQUEST FOR REFUND 

Dear Sir: 

The basic national fee in the amount of $300 was paid in accordance with 37 CFR' 9 
1 .492(a) at the time the above-referenced application was filed. The Written Opinion prepared 
by the European Patent Office as the International Searching Authority and submitted with the 
filing papers for this application indicates that all claims satisfy the provisions of PCT Article 
33(l)-(4), thereby eliminating the need to pay search and examination fee's (a copy of the Written 
Opinion is attached hereto). However, the search and examination fees in the amount of $400 
and $200, respectively, were charged to Deposit Account No. 502190 on April 16, 2007. Please 
refund these fees. 

If any fees are due in connection with this submission, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge them to Deposit Account No. 502190. 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 



see form PCT/ISA>220 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
see form PCT/!SA£20 



WRITTEN 
INTERNATIONAL 



International application No. 
PCTyS!2O05yO00003 



PCT 



OPINION OF THE 
SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



(POT Rule 43to/s.1) 



Date of mailing ~* 
(daytnontfyoat) see form PCT7ISA/21 0 (second sheet) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below ; 



International filing date (day/fnontfyeer) 
26.01.2005 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
G01L21/34 



Priority date (dayAnontffyear) 
23-02,2004 



Applicant 

INSTITUT JOZEF STEFAN 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items; 



□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 



Box No. I 
Box No. II 
Box No. Ml 
Box No. IV 
Box No. V 

Box No. VI 
Box No. VII 
Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention i 

ESE^^ R V ,e 4 ? b/s1 (a)(i) with re 9 ard to ™™**> Invantrve step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement (naustnal 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



2 FURTHER ACTION 

»^&^ » ». , 

the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to i be ttTlPFA «^*^SJT^iJ55 1° 8S n0t appt Y where 
months from the date of mailing of FoS iPGTAsZgf oTb^ 

whichever expires later. oerare me expiration of 22 months from the priority date. 

For further options, see Form PCTASAJ220, ; 
3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT7ISA/220. ! 





Name and mailing address of the ISA: 

{ffl) European Patent Office - Gitschlner Str. 103 
Sy § D-1 0958 Berlin 

Tel. 449 30 26901 -0 
Fax: +49 30 25901 - 840 


Authorized Officer 

Zafiropoulos, N 

Telephone No. +49 30 2590 


(J) 


Form (PCT/ISAS37) (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/SI2005/D00003 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 * So?£ ard t0 the J a "9uage, this opinion has been established on the basis 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise Indicated under ™tote£ 



of the international application in 



2 iKWWMSSS^^ ~» an. 



ww iv «ny nuviwuue anworammo acid sequence di«3cln<**ri in th« 

necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has bee™ SSSSSS \H the 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ tabte(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material : j 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form ! 

c. time of filingyfumishing: ' 

□ contained in the international application as filed. ' 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

copies is identical to that in the awfc!^^ subsequent or additional 

appropriate, were furnished- pp,,cai,on as Tl,ed or d06s not go beyond ^he application as filed, as 

4. Additional comments: j 



Form PCT1SA/237 (January 2004) 
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4 WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



' International application No. 
, PCT/SI2005/000003 




Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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International application No. 

PCT/si2005/onoon3 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 

Re Item V. 



1 Reference is made to the following document: 

Zlfl9sloi^ MENS & HALSKE AKTIENG ^ELLSCHAFT) 26 January 

2 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art 
discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document)- 

A method for measuring vacuum by means of a cold cathode pressure gauge The 
current of the gauge is maintained constant and the pressure is measured as a 
function of the voltage. 

inTat hiS ' ^ SUbJeCt " matter of '""•pendent eeeme 1 (method) and 3 (device) differs 
The ion current flow Is maintained at its maximum value at all times. 

I 

The subject-matter of independent claim 2 differs in that- 

The current flow will is maintained at its maximum value at all times wherein the 

voL^r COntro " ed S ° UrCe ' ^ ° n the Ca ' ibrati0n 0f the the" 
vo tage for a g.ven pressure, to the value that has been previously stored as 
optimal. 

2.1 The subject-matter of claims 1 -3 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT) 
The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as- 
Improvement of the sensitivity of the gauge and accuracy of|the measurement. 

i 

2.2 The solution to this problem proposed in claims 1 -3 of the present application is 
cons,dered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons." ; y 

o J^inT fm T CUrrent (C ' aimS 1 ' 3) iS StaWe and Presents nc i discontinuities or 
oscillations, making, pressure readings more accurate and simpler The gauae 

has a greater sensitivity because it operates at the maximum value. 



Form PCT/1SA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 1) (EPOJanuary 2004) 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/S 12005/000003 



The control of the voltage source (claim 2), based on calibration stored values 
provides faster response of the gauge by using less complex hardware. 



2.3 



Claims 4-8 are dependent on claim 3 and as such also 
PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



meet the requirements of the 



i 
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